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against everything German, and persuade them to work for
a radical change in Polish policy. Poland was very sceptical
about the reliability of France as an ally. Pilsudski and his
Foreign Minister, Colonel Beck, were realists. Under
certain circumstances they would be ready to look for a new
starting-point for Polish policy.

"I've been told that Marshal Pilsudski sees Poland's
future in the east/' said von Fritsch, interrupting ine. "Is
that correct? If so, it means he's anti-Russian. Could we
base a policy on that?"

I replied that to the best of my knowledge the Polish
Marshal's policy was not dogmatically fixed, but that both
his past career and his present political reflections certainly
induced him to regard Soviet Russia as an enemy with
whom he would one day have to reckon* It was my con-
viction that as long as the Marshal lived there was a chance
for Germany to replace France as the principal partner in a
Polish system of alliances.

"In your opinion, what political and military advantages
does that offer us?" was the General's next question.

I said that I attached importance to a real and not merely
a tactical settlement with Poland because, with this new
State as a partner in a joint rise to power, we could, for
the time being, not merely baffle Britain and France, as
the rapprochement between Hitler and Beck did, but break
out of our political isolation by purely political action,
without military complications and simply by the means
which had hitherto been the monopoly of political demo-
cracies. An alliance with Poland would enable us to break
France's political monopoly in Europe without giving the
wise men of the Council of the League of Nations the oppor-
tunity for a single word of criticism. That was a develop-
ment that would serve the interests of Germany and Poland
alike* It would break down the French system of alliances
in Central Europe, and French domination of the so-
called Succession States would be shown up as the fiction
it really was* \ These States would then have no choice
but to attach themselves to the German-Polish nucleus of a
gre^t central and south-eastern European system
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